EDITORIAL                                           No. 47   JULY & AUGUST 2003
You’ll have noticed that the layout of the list of Councillors, inside the front cover, is in a slightly different format. This will allow you to contact them by a variety of means and should avoid any unnecessary delays.

Proofread carefully to see if you any words out.

‘TAKE A PRIDE’ CAMPAIGN

The campaign is in collaboration with Mid Devon District Council, Devon County Council, the Police and other agencies. The initial intention is to investigate the extent of anti-social behaviour which is currently taking place within our community but we can also arrange for action to be taken now to resolve many of these problems.  Have you experienced:

Litter  -  Graffiti  -  Abandoned Vehicles  -  Noisy Neighbours
Intimidation by Groups  -  Threatening Behaviour

Fly Tipping  -  Verbal Abuse  -  Dog Fouling  -  Inconsiderate Driving

These are all things that affect your quality of life.  Prosecuting people is just one way of dealing with such inconsiderate behaviour but the threat of prosecution does not always stop people from behaving in this way.

Be part of our Action Plan to take Pride in our Community and let us know if you have experienced any of this type of anti social behaviour.  We will collate all reports and where appropriate, pass on information to the relevant authority for action and work with communities to identify ways in which problems can be tackled.

Report forms can be obtained from your village shop, post office or police information point. They are free post and will be treated in confidence. Crimes should be reported directly to the Police using the telephone no. on the form or by dialling 999 in an emergency.  If you require any further information about the campaign, then please contact Steve McLellan, Community Safety Officer, 2 The Avenue, Tiverton, EX16 4HS, tel 01884 232720, fax 01884 232718 or email s.mclellan@middevon.gov.uk 

Eds. Note. I have included a copy of the form as a page in this issue. ‘Real’ ones probably have glued edges, so to use these, you will have to seal the edges with ‘sticky-backed tape’ before posting. You may also like to know that the ‘real’ ones are available from One Stop, Willand Service Station and the Post Office.

What am I?   Fly paper for freaks?
JOHN TREAGOOD

John was born in January, 1936.    A native of Kent, he’s an intelligent, well read man, attended boarding school and was for some time a university lecturer - he holds a BA in medieval history and a PhD in environmental studies. You may well have seen him recently on his way through Willand but not realised his background. 

I met him three weeks ago at his home, which at the time was parked on the grass verge, just before those nice heathered traffic islands on the way into Wellington. Home is a three-year-old multi -coloured caravan that John built himself, having purchased all the materials. It took him three months to build and was the fulfilment of a thirty year dream to take to the roads, because that’s how long ago John left the rat-race. He’s lived in three makeshift homes in the more remote areas of the southwest, sold The Big Issue on the High Street, Exeter for five years, using the laundry and washing facilities of St. Petrock’s drop-in centre at the time.

He’s walked everywhere during those thirty years, refusing lifts ‘in case he missed something’, so the caravan was to give his legs a well earned rest. The horsepower is provided by Gildor, a white & brown draught horse who was sleeping in the shade of a couple of trees when I called.   John also has a couple of dogs, one of whom, Gismo, is a very protective guard dog as well as a food provider. Gismo hunts rabbits, which form the basis of John’s stews, cooked on a stove in the caravan. Sometimes he’s lucky enough to find an early-morning road-killed pheasant or a small deer. He adds a touch of beech leaves, wild celery and wild parsnip to taste.

He drinks three pints of water a day on a regular basis and if he’s ill, which is rare, wild comfrey and Culpeper’s herbal is at hand for any problems. John reads a lot, a great favourite being The Snow Goose, which he believes every child should read.  He makes and sells witches brooms and scented candles from natural materials he finds along the way. He very kindly lent me a copy on a newspaper article written about him last year, which I have checked with him before using some of the content in this article. 

If you missed him in Willand, you may find him by the roundabout at Ide, on the way to Alphington, which is one of his more ‘usual’ addresses.  He’s off to North Petherton and Witheridge in the next few days to see some friends, once Gildor has recovered from a little too much sun. Stress free is an understatement – but think of the determination and inner strength to make the decision to choose this life in the first place (and stick to it).     Ed.

WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH

You may remember 5 years or so ago, that we had a Methodist minister from Ohio, USA, sharing with us in Willand for a year.  Well, you’re about to hear another American accent, this time from the Rev. Jim Dougherty and his wife Betty from Tennessee. They’ll be with us for six weeks from end of June through July as they exchange with our own minister, Alan Taylor.

Isn’t it wonderful that we instantly feel at home with Christians from all over the world, because we are all part of the same family of Christ.  We are united in our faith in Jesus as our saviour and that doesn’t mean the Methodist Church. As Christians, whatever church we belong to, we belong to Christ and that makes the joy of different churches working together all the more important and exciting and shows the world that Christ is more important than denominational differences.

So please welcome Jim and Betty if you meet them here. Better still, come along to a family celebration here in the Methodist Church at 10.30am on Sunday 29th June, when Jim will be leading worship and we will be sharing with our friends from Cullompton. Or, if you miss that, join us for Holy Communion at Cullompton on Sunday 13th July at 10.30am or finally, say goodbye to them at a united service back at Willand at 6.30pm on Sunday 27th July. We wish our own minister Alan and his wife Dorothy, every blessing in their travels and happy holidays to you all!         Marilyn Davies
To the man who only has a hammer in his toolkit, 

every problem looks like a nail.

HOSPISCARE
Local people are being invited to join Hospiscare’s newly established volunteer support group to help enhance the services the charity offers to the people of Culm Valley.  The group will support the work Hospiscare does with people with life threatening illnesses in the area. Volunteers will raise funds for the charity as well as supporting patients and their families.

Hospiscare nurses Annie Hunneyball and Caroline Prince work in the Culm valley area. They visit patients in their homes, providing specialist advice about pain and symptom control as well as emotional and practical support for patients and their families.  Annie said: ‘ We hope to have a band of volunteers who will drive patients, shop for them, or sit with them while their carers have a little time to themselves.’

Barry Carpenter, Support Group Co-ordinator for Hospiscare, said: ‘Local support groups are the lifeblood of our fundraising at Hospiscare. The groups organise a huge variety of events in their communities, from quiz nights to sponsored walks. Between them, they are on target to raise nearly £220,000 this year. Supporting Hospiscare in this way is a wonderful way to help others.’

Formed in May 2003, the group meet regularly and have already organised a couple of fundraising events.  If you are interested in getting involved, please call Barry Carpenter on 01392 688018 or if you require press information, please contact Eve MacFarlane on 01392 688021 or email e.macfarlane@hospiscare-devon.org.uk

The really frightening thing about middle age 

is the knowledge that you’ll grow out of it.

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
On Thursday 24th April, nine group members visited the Devon Record Office in Exeter, where we were given a fascinating introduction to the historical resources by Archivist Susan Laithwaite. The Devon Record Office holds the accumulated and county and private archives that refer to several hundred years of Devonian religious, political and social history. As amateur historians, the task of researching Willand’s past has always been somewhat daunting. However, Susan gave us an excellent guide to using the various indexes and locating the scattered but numerous references made to Willand. She produced from archive sections such as the Diocesan Records and Quarter Sessions a selection of primary documents about Willand, which proved very interesting. One bundle of letters concerned a certain Richard Needs. In 1745 he was reported by St Mary’s churchwarden, Robert Dinnis, because he and his family were not attending church, he had not been paying his church rates and quite bizarrely, he had dug a hole in the church floor for the future burial of his children! Thanks must be given to Susan and Devon Records Office for this productive and fascinating visit. 

At our last meeting on 15th May, the Willand History Group was put on a firmer footing, with the adoption of a constitution and appointment of a Chairman (John Crocker), Secretary (James Morrison) and Treasurer (Bridget Wescott). It was decided to introduce a membership subscription, standing at £5 per year to cover the various costs. All are welcome to come to a meeting or attend a group ‘visit’ before deciding to join us.

Finally, a date for your diary. A Coffee Morning is planned for Saturday 4th October, at the Village Hall. There will be an exhibition of Willand history and if you have any photo’s, articles or other documents that you would be willing to have copied for the Willand Archive, we hope to have the facilities to copy and return them that morning. Everybody is welcome to come, enjoy the refreshments and exchange memories of bygone Willand. If anyone is interested in running their own ‘table top’ sale at the coffee morning, please contact me on 01884 251202.                     James Morrison
There are no shortcuts to any place worth going.

WILLAND PRE-SCHOOL
The second of the Indoor Boot Sales, held on 1 June and organised by the Pre-School proved to be a popular event.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who came along on the day for their support.  Also thank you to all the sellers and volunteers.  As these events have been successful, we will be holding our next table top sale on 21 September 2003.  Further details will be advertised nearer the time.

The Pre-School children took part in a sponsored bicycle ride to raise money towards their annual summer outing and wish to thank all those who supported them.  This year they will visit The World of Country Life, Exmouth.

I would like to finish by inviting everyone to our Coffee Morning on Thursday 17 July 10 am – 12 Noon at the Village Hall.  Also at this event will be a Graduation Ceremony for all those children who will be leaving us in July to start school – we wish them all well for September.

Hilary Perrett, Secretary

MDDC ELECTIONS – “LOWER CULM WARD”

May we, as the successful Independent Candidates, take this opportunity to thank you all for your overwhelming support at the recent District Council election.  Such a level of support brings with it enormous responsibilities and, as your local elected representatives, we are both here to work with and support the whole community. Likewise, that also applies to the wider Mid Devon District Authority. We are both looking forward to working with you, listening to your views and addressing the many challenges which face this new enlarged community, operating in unison to ensure we achieve what is best for this special LOWER CULM WARD.
Your support was tremendous.    Thank you.  Eddie Dennis & Colin Ward.  
WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL

And

THE COMMON PLAYERS

Presents

Mrs  MacBETH’s  HOSTIle  BiD

After a great annual review at work, Beth Macbeth sees the future glowing bright.  The company has said she’s management material.  Back home, the witches foretell of imminent promotion to dizzy heights.

By the next lunchtime, her boss is found dead in a freak cold-store accident.  Encouraged on by her ambitious partner and mesmerised by the prospect of power, what’s next?  Murder by mozzarella? Is nothing sacred  in Beth’s fight to the top?Can Duffy, the mild mannered bakery assistant galvanise the community to wield their baguettes, defect the tyrant and restore order to the supermarket shelves?  Fast and furious, a bouncy castle, original music and a wild humour combine this tale of dark desire and cream-topped ambition.

With Michael Castleton, Anna Lindgren, Imogen Smith and Woody Woodward.

Come and join the fun, free of charge, at Willand Playing Field behind the Village Hall at

7.30pm on Sunday 10 August

(A collection will be made at the end)

St. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH
It’s a long time since the Policeman told me to stop playing football in the road with an empty tin and escorted me home. All part of the necessary process of education in being considerate.    The other day I was paying for petrol when I saw leaflets which have been circulated to encourage us to report anti social behaviour.   I thought, ‘That’s a good idea’. I never bought into the schoolyard rule that you don’t tell tales. Why not? Anyone who is a bully and makes life miserable for those who can’t stand up for themselves has no right to protection. I think the same applies to that minority who choose to spoil life for their neighbours.

Anti Social behaviour covers a multitude of sins. Intrusive noise like radios played loud out of doors or in cars with the windows down shows lack of consideration. Defiling the environment by dumping rubbish in the countryside, letting your dog foul public spaces, letting silage run off into streams or dropping your wrappers in the road on the way home from school are common enough anti social acts. Even letting our garden hedges overgrow the pavements is inconsiderate.

Is there a specifically Christian slant on this? Some of our beliefs you may share, all, or none of them.  Belief that there’s sin in all of us means we are all guilty of ignoring the effect our actions have on others. The ‘I. Me, My, Mine’ mentality is all part of sin. So the first step is a bit of self examination. To quote Jesus, ‘Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?’ (Matthew 7 v 5) Does my driving, gossiping, swearing, etc, lower someone else’s quality of life?

Of the 2 great commandments of the Old Testament which Jesus highlighted the second says ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’. He went on to say ‘Do to others as you would have them do to you’.   We all need some motivation for being considerate - and the desire to please God by seeking to help rather than harm others is a basic part of the Christian outlook. This is rather at odds with the aggressive culture of contempt which holds centre stage much of the time. Our governments struggle to persuade us that to enjoy rights we have to shoulder some responsibilities. Changing attitudes is also part of the church’s business. The Gospel message starts with a call to repent – i.e. put ourselves under the microscope and undergo a radical rethink, so that love for God and our neighbours becomes dominant rather than the ‘I. Me, My, Mine’ mentality.  I wish the leaflet scheme all success and would like to commit St. Mary’s to support their distribution and use.         Keith Horsfall
CAREdirect helps pensioners
 Pensioners have saved thousands of pounds as a result of a free telephone call to a pioneering helpline for older people, hosted by Devon County Council.  CAREdirect is a partnership that provides information and help to older people about a broad range of matters - financial benefits advice, home safety, health, care and support at home, and more.  CAREdirect Devon received 461 telephone calls last month from anxious pensioners enquiring about Council Tax benefit. Thanks to CAREdirect advice, £224,515 has been saved from pensioners' bills as a direct result of their calls.
CAREdirect's freephone telephone number is 0800 444 000. The service can be contacted between 8am to 6pm on weekdays.           Jo Clarke,   D. C. C.

A synonym is a word you use when you 

can’t spell the word you first thought of.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

The Club is continuing to thrive. We had a talk about chrysanthemums in April. The speaker grew them for shows and talked about the months of preparation that goes into getting them into peak condition at the correct time. They were grown with the addition of organic chicken manure, which appeared to have worked extremely well, giving him numerous prizes at national shows. He donated a tub of manure to our raffle, so we shall be expecting some spectacular plants from Mr Carlson, who won it! In May, we were shown slides of some of the gardens in Southern Ireland and Scotland. This gave us an insight into the wide variety of habitats in the United Kingdom and the diversity of plants which can grow here.

The schedule for our Annual Flower Show on Saturday, 9th August, is now available. Please contact Mrs Allan on 33828 for a copy. With a number of new Garden Club members and other newcomers to the village, we are hoping for a bumper number of entries this year. For those of you new to the Show, it is a village show, so any enthusiastic gardener has a very good chance of winning a prize. There are classes for Art, Photography, Crafts and Cookery, as well as the usual flowers, vegetables and flower arranging. 

The Club is having an outing to Buckland Monachorum on 18th June, so there is no monthly meeting, but we meet again on Wednesday, 9th July, to hear about “Growing and Showing for Village Shows”. Our September speaker will talk about hydrangeas.

Our Plant Sale in May resulted in a sell out of the plants brought along and we were pleased to see a number of new faces supporting us. For further details of the Club and its activities, please contact Carol Allan on 33828.

It’s great to be great but it’s greater to be human.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

We were very pleased to see such a good turn out at our coffee morning on 31st May. Thank you to all the helpers, those who made cakes and donated raffle prizes and articles for the ‘bring and buy’ stall. We made a good profit for our funds. 

The April Whist Drive was a bumper one, with a record number of tables, but the one on 30th May was not so well attended. It was the end of half term and the weather was very hot, so this was understandable - we hope to see everyone back again on 27th June. Mr and Mrs Willis are working very hard to make the whist drives successful, so please do your best to support them. 

The hearing loop system is currently being installed in the Hall. This will enable visitors who are hard of hearing to tune in their hearing aids and filter out extra noise, so that they can participate more fully in any discussions / talks. The sound system is also being installed, so there will be permanent microphone and speakers available for our hirers to use.

We are hoping to replace the old canvas chairs in the near future. To replace them all with folding, stacking chairs will cost around £3000. However, we feel that our hirers will find it much easier to move them around on purpose built trolleys and to link them together for large events. If anyone would like to sponsor a chair, at a cost of around £13 each, we would be very grateful. Our appeal a few years ago for help with purchasing tables was very well received. We will be selling the canvas chairs at a nominal charge, once we have the new ones. Please contact Mrs Allan on 33828 for further details.

At our AGM in May, there were several members of the public present. Miss Levett presented a certificate and bouquet to Mrs Hilda Bussell, who retired as a trustee after many years of dedication and hard work. Mr Brian Thomas was elected as Chairman, Miss Levett as President and Vice-Chairman, Mr Wills as Secretary and Mrs Allan as Treasurer. The accounts and Annual Report were adopted and Mr John Quine re-appointed as auditor. The trustees would like to thank Mr Quine for preparing the accounts for us so efficiently. The Village Hall Committee consists of representatives from a number of organisations that use the Hall regularly and also 5 members of the public. Public members elected this year are: Mr Stan Taylor, Mr Arthur Jarrett, Mrs Shirley Hebdon, Mrs Win Muir and Mrs Brenda Shakespeare. 

Our President, Miss Joan Levett, organised a very successful coffee morning on 24th May for Cancer Research and raised £277. She would like to give her thanks to all the helpers, those who came and supported the event and those who donated goods and cakes.                                            Carol Allan

An angry person is seldom reasonable, 
a reasonable person is seldom angry.

carsharedevon.com

This is a free service that links drivers and passengers to share car journeys and could save you money. Car share to work, the shops, or for leisure trips anywhere in Devon and beyond.  It’s free to use and you don’t have to own a car to take part. 

Traffic congestion is a real problem in many parts of Devon, causing lengthy journey times, growing stress levels, parking problems and air pollution. The situation is made worse by the number of cars with a driver only. Car sharing can help to reduce these problems. Be part of the solution.

All you have to do is:

1. Log onto www.carsharedevon.com or ‘phone the call centre on 
             08700 11 11 99 (national call rate).

2. Enter or describe your journey details.

The system will search for all potential travel companions and list them for you. If the system is unable to find a travel companion, it will log your journey and contact you as soon as a match is found.
Brain cells come and brain cells go but fat cells live forever.
THANK YOU
A sincere ‘thank you’ to Caroline Hill, Area Sales Manager of Westbury Homes for arranging a donation of £25 towards the cost of producing Willand Magazines for new residents at the Jaycroft developments.

WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL

INVITES YOU TO A

PUBLIC   MEETING

TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF WILLAND.

Willand Parish Council is inviting residents of the village to take it’s future into their own hands, by helping prepare a Parish Plan.  Parish Plans are part of a Government sponsored initiative to help breathe new life into rural communities and help local people develop their own neighbourhoods the way they want.

Come along and find out more on

Monday 14 July, 7.30pm,

Willand Village Hall,
in the Club Room

LADIES CAMEO GROUP

The May meeting was led by Viv Slaughter, our Vice Chairman. The speakers were Mr & Mrs David Fenson and their address was entitled ‘Blind Date’.  They told of the events leading up to their appearance on the LWT show of that name, their two days ‘date’ in Jersey accompanied by a team of cameramen and their subsequent courtship, engagement and marriage in Tiverton, under the watchful eye of LWT.  They brought with them mementos, including a gift from Cilla Black and her late husband Bobby Willis of a silver framed picture of the bride and groom with Cilla.  It was the 218th time they had told their story to a group such as ours, since their marriage some nine years ago. Viv expressed the thanks of the meeting, the Flower of the Month competition was won by Wyn Muir and Joyce Turton held the first lucky draw ticket.

The June meeting saw the enrolment of our 50th member, so we are now up to full strength. The speaker was Miss Salter, her subject being ‘Family History and Uncle George’. We were encouraged to name, date and place our own collection of family photographs so that future generations looking to trace family connections may be helped.  We heard of the surprises she had found in tracing her Salter ancestors, who hailed from the Kentisbeare area. She is descended from a John Salter, who had two brothers, George and William, and a nephew Peter, all of whom were caught red-handed in 1787 smuggling barrels of brandy.  In the ensuing struggle, two officers of the law were killed.  William & Peter were both hanged at Exeter Prison for murder but George was reprieved and deported to Australia, later becoming a successful farmer as a free man and a friend and neighbour of the Governor. We saw slides of some prison records and newspaper reports of the events, of George’s house in Australia and some of his descendants – her distant relatives whom she has enjoyed visiting there. There is still a tract of land bearing the Salter name nearly 200 years after Uncle (with many ‘greats’) George’s death at the age of 88. Wendy Bartlett thanked the speaker for a fascinating evening.

Plans were finalised for an afternoon outing to Spilliford Nature Reserve, followed by a meal at the Globe, Sampford Peverell. Preparations for the fund-raising ‘Arts & Crafts Exhibition and Sale’ in conjunction with Willand Art Group are well in hand, to raise funds for the Friends of Tiverton Hospital.  Details will be displayed on posters in due course but in plenty of time to remind you to reserve Saturday afternoon, September 6th, at the Village Hall and come and support our local hospital and enjoy a cream tea.   Kit Davis’s rose was the Flower of the Month and Kath Thomas had the first luck draw ticket. Our next meeting is on July 3rd when Mrs Brown will speak on ‘Sign Language’. Usually our August meeting is a social occasion with no speaker but this year we shall not meet at the Hall but in Tiverton, for a guided Town walk followed by a meal at Mallards.

Mary Williams

Find a job that you like and you add five days to every week.

WHEN THE CUSTOMER REALLY IS RIGHT!                        

Consumers should now be less at risk of getting trapped in frustrating pass-the-buck battles over shopping rights. Some retailers either don’t know or don’t like to admit that the buck stops with them over goods sold through their shops or showrooms.

Under established consumer protection rules they have been responsible for ensuring that goods – anything from a dishwasher or a computer to a three-piece suite or a pair of designer trainers – “match their description and are of satisfactory quality.” But despite big improvements in after-sales care by the retail industry, some traders still put hurdles in the way of customers seeking to exercise their statutory rights enshrined in consumer law.

The most infuriating response is from shop staff who have been trained to say: “I’m sorry, but it’s out of our hands now. You’ll have to take up your complaint with the manufacturer.”

The warning comes from Mid Devon Citizens Advice Bureau, which handles more than 10,000 queries a year at its walk-in centres in Tiverton, Crediton and Cullompton. CAB advisers reveal that “semi-professional” car booters may also be breaking the law if they hype up the condition of second-hand items such as TV sets, which turn out to be more of a turn-off than a turn-on.

C.A.B. say unfair pass-the-buck behaviour crops up most often over expensive electrical purchases such as cookers, washing machines, computer equipment and TV and Hi-fi Systems. Buyers who complain to traders about a fault, often within just days or weeks of getting the goods home, are sometimes wrongly urged to take their problem to the manufacturer. This attitude breaches statutory consumer rights. The Sale of Goods Act makes it clear that traders are responsible for items they sell.

A shop faced with a claim for an exchange or cash refund over faulty goods has a direct duty to the customer. It is then up to the shop to make its own claim against the manufacturer.  In practice, most manufacturers provide 12 month guarantees, even though they don’t have a legal contract with the customer. Citizens Advice Bureau’s have highlighted these who’s-to-blame wrangles as new regulations are launched to beef up shopping rights.

From April 2003, sellers are liable for defects which appear within six months of purchase. Assuming fair wear and tear, a shop will have to resolve a complaint over a DVD player, for example, which breaks down after five months. The same rule applies to a pair of walking boots which start to leak with just a few miles of trekking on the clock or to a camera with a stuttering shutter speed.

In theory, these new legal measures should put an end to disclaimers by some stores, especially large electrical chains, that refunds will only be given in the first 28 days.  Most retailers pledge themselves to positive consumer service policies on the sound economic principle that satisfied customers usually return but the Mid Devon Citizens Advice Bureau says the new rules are needed to clear up confusion over where the buck stops when a buyer asks a seller to sort out a genuine grievance.
Mike McGiffen, C.A.B., Tiverton.

“I’m the one that has to die when it’s time for me to die, so let me live my life the way I want to.” Jimi Hendrix

MID DEVON JAZZ CLUB

Is Willand the only village in Mid Devon to have its own resident jazz band? Probably! Three years ago, Jeremy Huggett, leader of Band of Gold, formed the club. Since then, members have enjoyed the fine musicianship of Jeremy (who has won national acclaim as a reed player) and other members of his band.

MDJC attempts to cater for all tastes in jazz and so we frequently welcome guest bands to our club evenings.  This year has been no exception, with over sixty members enjoying a sensational performance by North Devon band ‘Shine’ and most recently a charismatic display by the ever-popular Robin Reece and his band with superb performances of Water Melon Man and Take the ‘A’ Train with which to complete a wonderful evening.

We meet on the first Friday of every month in the Mountbatten Suite at the George Inn, Uffculme.  Toe-tapping starts at 8.30pm and bar snacks are available from 8.00pm.  For food orders telephone 01884 841903.

The dates for our programme for the rest of the year will be included in the diary section of the relevant issue.  You can always be sure of a very warm welcome.  Our jazz evenings are open to everyone but there is a reduced admission charge for members. Details are available from Maria on 01884 35563.                                                                                      Brian Badcock

By working faithfully eight hours a day, you may get 

to be a boss and work twelve hours a day.

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

Footpath No.2 is the only Public Right of Way in Willand without a tarmac surface. In response to a number of enquiries about the fact that it has been ploughed up at some sections along the headland, the width of such paths should be one and a half to two metres and it is legally permissible to walk on the ploughed/cultivated sections to achieve this.  I believe the grass at the ‘Willand Triangle’ end will be cut soon but further on, up by the motorway, walkers will be surprised to see that not only is the stile now visible but you can actually negotiate your way over it - a pair of secateurs in your pocket are a must for dog walkers these days.                                                        Ed.
A sweater is a garment worn by a child

 when its mother is feeling chilly.

C.A.B. CHANGES OPENING TIMES
The Citizens Advice Bureau in Cullompton is changing its opening times. From 4th July 2003, the facility, held at the Mid Devon District Council offices, will be open on Fridays from 10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. Clients will be seen more quickly, because there will be two advisers on duty – but the service will be as confidential as ever. 

Mid Devon Citizens Advice Bureau deals with over 10,000 queries every year across Mid Devon. “No problem is too big or too small,” said Linda Wilkinson, the District Manager. “We help people with problems ranging from debt and benefits enquiries to consumer and housing issues. We do everything from simple signposting to complex negotiations and tribunal representation.”

Whatever the question, the advice is free, confidential, independent, and very high quality – all delivered by fully-trained volunteers who give their time and expertise without charge. So come along to the Cullompton Friday session at the Mid Devon District Council offices at Claremont, 65 Fore Street, Cullompton, EX15 1JY, from 10-2 starting on the 4th of July. If you prefer to phone, call the Tiverton office on 01884 253688 or the Crediton office on 01363 773904.                                                      Linda Wilkinson
My husband says I never listen to him. 
At least, I think that’s what he said.
BLOOD DONORS

The next scheduled session is Thursday 28th August 2003 at the Village Hall. Timings (I think) are 1.30 – 3.30 & 5.00 to 7.30.  I know it’s only a three-times-a-year activity but it seems that the routine changes in some way or other with every visit. The wording on the form, the sample of blood, the method to record the sequence of donors, the donation routine itself, plasters or bandage - even the tea and biccy’s.  Once upon a time it was a simple assortment on a plate – now they come in individual packets and crisps are an option. Perhaps next time there’ll be a menu!                                        Ed.

Conductors should be back on the buses, packets of salt back in the crisps, clockwork back in clocks and levers back in pens.

GABLES ROAD PHARMACY`

“We have a quiet room where you can ask questions in private. Please let us know if you wish to do so. Also, are you a diabetic? We hope not but please say if you would like us to make a test.  It is painless!  Cost?  Fifty pence.”

                                                                                                       Joan Penny
People take different paths seeking happiness and fulfilment. Just because they’re not on the same one as you,

 doesn’t mean to say that they’re lost.

ENVIRONMENTAL OFFERS
Mid Devon District Council are offering residents the opportunity to purchase compost bins, water butts, stands, wormery’s, etc, at extremely reduced prices.  Their Order Hotline is 01884 841515, who will also send you the brochure describing all the items if you do not have a current copy.

Let us endeavour to live our life so that when we come to die, even the undertaker will be sorry.

FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL
Boot Sales The May Boot was once again a cold evening but we still supported by some brave ‘booters’ and buyers and our thanks go to them for coming along despite the elements. The July boot was on the 18th but you’ll need to contact our Chairman (840359) about the August one on Friday 15th, - it looks doubtful as to whether or not we will be holding a sale.

Coach Trip  The trip this year is to Berkeley Castle in Gloucestershire to include a visit to the Slimbridge Wildlife Gardens.  The cost is £16.00, which includes the coach and the Castle & Slimbridge entrance fees.  The confirmed date is now Wednesday 16th July and the coach will leave the Mill Car Park at 9.00am sharp!  We will arrive back to the car park at approximately 7.00pm.  If you wish to join the trip there are still a few tickets available; collect from the Mill Shop (please pay when booking – cheques payable to ‘Friends of Coldharbour Mill’)  Any problems, please ‘phone our Chairman Mrs Sprague on 840359. Don’t delay – seats go quickly.

Advance Notice  This year’s Country Fair will once again be held at Bridwell Park, Uffculme on Sunday 31st August – 10.00am to 6.00pm  Make a note!! The Friends will be running their usual stalls and would be grateful for volunteers to assist on same. If you can help, please contact Kathleen, our Chairman and she will give you details.

And finally a reminder Don’t forget that you can visit the Mill Shop and Restaurant at any time, i.e. for morning coffee, lunch or afternoon cream tea! You don’t have to buy a ticket to do so!                             Margot Shergold. 
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WILLAND ALLOTMENTS
Now that June is here, activity on the allotment field is reaching a peak as the long sunny days bring on maximum growth for both crops and weeds. The recent weeks of sunny weather have suited onions and potatoes and there are some good looking stands on the field. Soft fruits are also looking good.

Saturday 14th June was the hottest day of the year so far and was the day chosen for the annual barbecue lunch. Around forty people enjoyed the good weather and ranged in age from a few months to well over eighty years. Appearing as guests of the Allotment Association were the local farming families Westcott and Parish, who have regularly supplied good quality farmyard manure on the field over the last few years. Also present as a guest was local District Councillor Eddie Dennis, who has provided invaluable support and guidance to the allotment group.

In addition to the usual barbecue fare, we were also treated to a range of fine desserts provided by allotment ladies, which included trifle, cake and strawberries and cream.  Thanks go to all who provided food or their time and energy, which made the event such a success.

A small group of allotment holders have arranged to rent an otherwise un-lettable corner plot and have planted young hazel whips in it.  The intention is grow these plants as a coppice from which in time bean poles and tomato supports can be cropped. This project should also have a beneficial environmental effect due to the management regime involved.

The allotment field is fully let at the moment but there are usually opportunities for plots arising due to the retirement of existing plot-holders from the field, so please make contact now if you have an interest in a relaxing, rewarding outdoor hobby.                                            HORTICUS
The God of War, he rode one day, upon his snow-white filly.

“I’m Thor” he cried, his horse replied,

                “You forgot your thaddle, thilly”.  Martine Kirk
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
On 29 April we had our annual visit from Dartmoor Wildlife.  Once again we were amazed by some superb animals: an extremely smelly polecat; a salamander that could re-grow limbs; a black scorpion that can sting its prey to catch it and eat it; a massive owl that was very old and dribbled a lot!  We all enjoyed it and we can’t wait for next year!

In the Spring term, Willand had an arts festival!  Each teacher organised a different activity.  These included Perfect Picasso with Miss Lyne-Ley, Pottery with Miss Leather and Miss Hurford, Lowry with Mr Wayland and ICT Art with Mr Lang.  The artwork produced was so superb that it was not only displayed in the hall as planned, but it also became the focus for this term’s corridor displays.  So next time you’re at Willand School, please come and enjoy all of our hard work!

Year 6 had a bit of a shock on 16 May.  They thought they were off to the hall to be bandaged by Miss Calderbank and twenty first-aiders, but in fact the teachers and classroom assistants had organised a surprise party for them to celebrate the end of their SAT tests.  They couldn’t believe their eyes!

On 3rd & 5th June, Year 6 went to Dartmoor for two days.  The instructors were Big Matt, Little Matt and Wooster (the dog).  On the first day they did lots and lots of walking.  They went to many different places, including Haytor and Saddletor.  They did scrambling, which is rock-climbing without ropes!   They also visited an old Medieval Village.  On day two they did rock climbing, abseiling and life saving skills.  For the life saving skills, one of the group had to hide and pretend to be injured and then the remainder had to rescue them.  This included checking for injuries and putting them on a stretcher (which was great fun).  Everyone enjoyed rock climbing and abseiling although it was very scary!  It was a great day and thank you to everyone that organised it!  Also special thanks to Mr Maynard and Mr Ridgeway who helped us on the day.

We were all wowed on 11th June when StopGAP came to teach us how to reach for the stars like S Club and spin around like Kylie Minogue.  StopGAP is an integrated dance company that includes dancers with and without disabilities.  In the morning, Years 5 and 6 were lucky enough to work with the dancers to develop dances of their own, linked to different ‘textures’ (the teachers muscles are still recovering – School Ed.).  In the afternoon, the ‘Itchy Ties’, ‘Ouchy Spikies’ and all of the other groups performed for the whole school.  This was followed by a performance by StopGAP which had to be seen to be believed.  They were truly amazing!

Calling all Budding Beckhams!  This year’s penalty Shoot Out will take place on 20 June.  We will need lots of footballers and netballers to score as many goals as possible!  Thanks to all those of you who are helping to organise the event – we are looking forward to it!

Sports day takes place on 24 June this year, at Willand Rovers Football Club, and we are all hoping that the recent dry weather will continue.  So if you fancy an afternoon supporting Cornwall, Devon, Dorset and Somerset, then your cheering will be more than welcome.

We all know the fantastic story of the hero named Robin Hood.  He protected the poor and stole from the rich and now he’s here in Willand ready to perform in this year’s summer production.  The cast include Harvey Rowland as Robin Hood, Melissa Underhill as Maid Marian, Chris Essery as Friar Tuck and Russell Phillips as the evil Sheriff of Nottingham.  The show takes place on 16th and 17th July and tickets will be available from the school office.  We hope to see many of our readers there!

Written by Aimee Pink, Alison Read, Chris Essery, Craig Lewis, Russell Phillips and Andrew Sumner.

There is no clearer manifestation of pure evil than 

teachers giving homework over the holiday breaks.

LETTER TO THE ED.
Dear Ed.   On behalf of everyone in StopGAP, I just wanted to say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who made our week in Devon so enjoyable.  The students (and staff!) at Willand worked so hard and creatively in the workshops we led and the audience, both at our mini performance at Willand School and the public performance at Willand Village Hall, gave us such a great response.  Thank you to Mid Devon District Council for supporting the evening, and to Somerfield, Cullompton and their staff for very generously donating the food and wine tasting.  A huge thank you to everyone who worked so hard behind the scenes to make the week a success and encourage 120 people of all ages to come along to the final evening performance!  We hope to come back soon!  
                                                  Vicki Balaam, Artistic Director, StopGAP.
What’s another word for thesaurus?

AND FINALLY

I now have a different computer.  I’ve noticed that the print looks slightly smaller, as are the spaces between the lines (well, the other one was around ten years old). I hope that this ‘updated’ format is acceptable – please give me a ring if it isn’t – and I still desperately need articles.                          Ed. 

WILLAND DIARY

July

Tuesday         1st     Willand Rovers Bingo            W.V.H.                   7.30pm

Thursday       3rd     CAMEO Group,                      W.V.H.                  7.15pm

Friday            4th     Cullompton Community College Summer Fair,4-6.00pm

Friday            4th     Cullompton Comm. Coll. Bingo,    venue t.b.a.,   7.30pm

Friday            4th     Mid Devon Jazz Club – Band of Gold     8.30 – 11.00pm

Tuesday         8th     Willand British Legion Bingo,  W.V.H.,              7.30pm

Wednesday    9th     Willand Garden Club – 

                               Growing & Showing in Village Halls    W.V.H.,  7.30pm

Thursday     10th     Over 60’s Club Meeting,        W.V.H.,                  2.15pm

Saturday      12th     Folk Dance Club - The More The Merrier WVH  8.00pm

Monday       14th     Over 60’s   – Trip   to   Kingsbridge    and     Dartmouth,

                               along the coast road.                                             10.00am

      “             14th    “The Future of Willand”   W.V.H.,                        7.30pm

Tuesday       15th    Willand Rovers Bingo             W.V.H.,                 7.30pm

Wednesday/Thursday 16th/17th – ‘Robin Hood’, Willand Primary School

Thursday      17th   Willand Pre-School Coffee Morning/Graduation 10.00am

Friday          25th    Willand Village Hall, Semi-partner Whist Drive,  7.30pm
August

Friday            1st     Mid Devon Jazz Club  International Beachcombers Band

Tuesday         5th    Willand Rovers Bingo            W.V.H.,                  7.30pm

Thursday       7th     CAMEO Group, Tiverton Town Walk,                 6.00pm

Saturday        9th    WILLAND FLOWER SHOW,  W.V.H.,              2.30PM

Saturday    9th    CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE SEPTEMBER MAG..

Sunday          10th   “Play in the Park” – ‘Mrs Macbeth’s Hostile Bid’
Tuesday        12th   Willand British Legion Bingo,      W.V.H.,            7.30pm
Thursday     14th     Over 60’s Club Meeting         W.V.H.,                  2.15pm

Monday       18th     Over 60’s Club – Trip to the New Forest              9.00am

Tuesday       19th    Willand Rovers Bingo,            W.V.H.,                 7.30pm                    

Thursday      28th    Blood Donors – Willand Village Hall

Friday          29th    Willand Village Hall Whist Drive,    W.V.H.,       7.30pm

Saturday      30th    Country Fair, Bridwell Park, Uffculme,               10.00am
September
Monday          1st    Culm District Flower Club,     W.V.H.,                 2.15pm

Tuesday          2nd   Willand Rovers Bingo,            W.V.H.,                 7.30pm

Friday            5th     Mid Devon Jazz Club – Band of Gold

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES
M.P. -     Angela Browning .       browningaf@parliament.uk              01404  822103

County - John Berry                    jberry@devon.gov.uk                                     32320

District – Matthew Burgess   - Uffculme     -     mpb118@hotmail.com          841744

      “        Eddie Dennis -  2 Damson Close   -   eddenni@aol.com                    34050

      “        Colin Ward            -  Uffculme    -     colinward26@aol.com           841167

Parish      David Maynard (Chair)      -     Dean Hill Road                                  35101

    “          Steve Betsworth                                s.w.betsworth@btinternet.com

    “          Andy Bush  - Celandine Lawns  - andy@bush909.fsnet.co.uk - via 258297

    “          Ros Crook                                          roscrook@yahoo.co.uk
    “          Tony Hancock  - 9 Elmside                                                                 35165

    “          Tony Mander    - 3 Tanners Mews   -    tonymander@btinternet.com
    “          Roger Perrett                perrett@maple2000.fsbusiness.co.uk  - via 258297

    “          Graham Roberts     -    Holcroft Barton                                               35821

    “          Nick Street – 46 Chestnut Drive    –    nijo@street46.fsnet.co.uk       38190           

    “          Roger Tancock   -   12 Pear Drive                                               via 258297

    “          Gordon Vearncombe   -    6 Elmside                                                   33398

Clerk       Nina Ashley      -      Washfield                                                         258297

WILLAND MAGAZINE 

Brian Holmes   -  Rose Mullion,  W.O.V.  rose.mullion@btopenworld.com     34111  

COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICER – 3894 P.C. Malcolm Davies  08705 777444
WILLAND WEBSITE              -              www.middevon.gov.uk/willand

